~ Join CATS and Forage fer Early Mushrooms July 20th
- Ari Rockland-Miller returns to lead this pﬁpu!ar event. Mushrooms follow a time table, so
geton board There isa $20 fee. Detalls at ChamplamAreaTralls com o call 518.962. 2287
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SCHROON LAKE | Like the ivy at
Vrigley Field, Eurasian watermilfoil dies
ackin thewinter then springs to life with
vengeance come spring. With a heavy
:ntral stem and shortwhorls of soft, bristle-
ke leaves, it somewhat resembles agreen

ottle washer whose strands can grow. up 5

20 feetin length.

It tolerates colder water, so it springs tol—',: i+
fe earlierin the spring than pative plants |

1d races toward the water’s sutface where
forms a dense mat on the surface that
events needed sunlight from filtering
»wn to other aguatic species. It fouls
at propeﬂers, is yucky if not impossi-
in and 15 undesirable to game
sms that make up a
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es to ps:' vent the spread of invasive specxes

Theboard signed a memorandum of uinder-
standingatits last monthlymeeting “to work
in goadﬁrth to create an effective p program

-the introduction of aquatic inva-
s in Lake George.”

Supervisor Joe Giordana said most ju-
risdictions around the lake have mgned the
memorandum,whlch dﬁsmbes a“serionsand
urgent threat” by invasives to the health of
Lake George, which is considered a model
 in the fight against invasives. The same ju-
risdictions voted in 2013 in favor of stricter
rules to prevent invasives, which can damage
g8, native ecology and tourism.

By Tim Rewland
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e Schreon Lalaa Assocmnon has aggressively fought
invasive species, and its members, in conjunction with the
- Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program, will spend the
summer criss-crossing the 9-m11e—longwatcr body, mapping
thebottom to document vegetation and water depth. Milfoil
* will be of interest, as will the lake bottom itself, which is

changing and becommg higher in places because of sedi-
by runoff from the Schroon River.

the Cloudsphtter Foundation of Saranac Lake.
Cioudsphtterhas been veryhclpfulmazdmgmanv Schroon—

Lake community programs. We are extremely grateful for  § :
their help,” the Schroon Lake Association said in a release.
Cloudsplitter’s mission is to improve the future for the flora,

fauna, communities and people of the Adirondacks.
Glen Repko, amember of the Schroon Lake Association,

-said the project will map the bottom 30 feet at a swath using

a transducer that reads physical features and converts the
information into electronic signals. The technology is cur-
rently used on 20 Adl.tondack lakes.

The map will give the association abasclme s0 it can track
changesin the lakebedin the future. Diversply thewaters each

 yearto pull outaquaticinvasives, which are a constant concem

Milfoil “clogs the water and typncally cankill a lake over
a period of time,” Repko said.  *

The prolect is made 1;;35311313 in partbya §5,000 grantfmm |

The depth of the lake is 2 concernas we]l bccausc decper | o

waters are essential for the survival of cold water fish such
as lake trout and Atlantic salmon But upstream sediment

~ runoffhas been makmg'the lake more shallow, Repko said,

with depths in places decreasing from 150 feet to 145 feet.

The Schroon Lake Association has been particularly ag-
gressive in fighting invasives and ensuring the water quality,

: whlch is noteworthy for its cleanliness. |

"Youcandnnkthewatanght offSchroon Lake,” Repko said.m
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Ch_enél!ePalysWiéf, ekeczutévézdi-rec"ﬁo_r é_f th.é_ Cloudsplit-
ter Foundation, presents a:$5,000 checkto Mark Granger,
president of the Schmon j_ake-As'soc'iatien. Photo provided
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‘Sisters 2, mussels O

Abby and Molly
Wisser show invasives
program works

By Tim Rowland

STAFFWRITER

SCHROON LAKE | Abigail and Molly
Wisser, nowjust out of college, wanted summer
jobs where they would be able to give some-

thing back to the Schroon Lake community
 that they love. They had no idea how mean-

ingful a contribution that would be.

In one of the more graphic examples of
the state invasive species program atits best,

the two sisters, within one yearof each other

almost to the day, may have saved Schroon
Lake from an infestation of zebra mussels.
Had the mussels, which had attached them-
selves to the motor housing of trailered boats,
gotten into the lake, it could have caused
millions of dollars in ecological and physi-
cal damage and eradication costs.

“I'm just so proud of both of them,” said
Mark Granger, president of the Schroon Lake
Association. “These twowomen are lifesavers.”

Boat inspection and washing stations have
become familiar sites at many Adirondack
boat launches. Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation regulations prohibit the
launching of undrained boats, or boats and

trailers with visible plant or animal material
attached to them, at any DEC boat launch.

The inspections and, if needed, washings,
do not take long, but some boaters have con-
sidered them an inconvenience — although
not as much as they used to.

“Fewer and fewer people yell at me every
year,” Molly said. “As time has gone by,
people become more understanding, and
some are so kind.”

Especially when they know the inspec-
tions have done their job. It was a little over
a year ago when a boater pulled up who was
unfamiliar with the process. Abby said she

‘had to check it out, but not to worry because
boats were usually clean. She performed the

visual inspection, then began running her
hand around the base of the engine housing
—and then froze. “Isaid ‘Oh my God,’ and
he said, “‘What? What?”

Abby sent the boater to the washing station,
where her sister blasted off the mussels with
pressured water heated to 140 degrees.

Earlier this summer it was Molly’s turn,

With a trained eye, she spotted mussels in
‘the boat’s propeller housing. “You just have

to make sure you're thorough and do your
job,” she said.

Staffing the inspection and washing sta-
tions ate not always this exciting. On many
days, boats are few and far between. Molly
said she’s had time toread a number of books,
including “War and Peace.” :

Molly and Abby Wnsser pose wnth ‘boat-washing equipment that keeps endangered

species at bay.

Neithersister foresees a career asa conser-
vationist; Abby is an English major, Molly
majored in early childhood education. But
safeguarding the lake is more than ecolog-
ical pursuit, there are social issues as well,
Abby said, because it’sinteresting seeing how
people and communities interact with nature.

“A lot of us just love the town and the

‘beauty of it, and we want to give something

back,” she said.

Photo by Tim Rowland

Granger said the women's attitudes toward
the lake and community are encouraging,
as older conservationists look to turn their
responsibilities to younger genérations.
Events of the past year also show that the
state’s invasive species program works; and
is in good hands.

“If an $80,000 program can stop a $2
million problem, we’ll take it,” he said. m




